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Begin with the Low-Hanging Fruit

• Getting to the Low-Hanging Fruit
– Reliable Data Sources

– Good C2 Models

– C2 Experience

– Apply 10/90 rule

– Use “Best Practices”
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• JP 5-0 Joint Operation Planning

• JP 1-02 DoD Dictionary of Military and Related Terms

• JP 3-13.1 Joint Doctrine for Command and Control

• JP 3-0 Joint Operations

• FM 3-0 Operations

Some Sources…

http://www.militarynewsnetwork.com/publications/militaryterms.pdf
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The Elements of C2

• C2 consists of:
– Force Structure, Integration, Organization
– Operational Functions and Tasks
– Situational Awareness
– Planning and Analysis
– Decision Making and Direction
– Monitoring Progress (Assessing)

• C2 terminology will result from these elements
• Lets consider them individually…
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COMMANDER

SUBORDINATE COMMANDER
SUBORDINATE COMMANDER

SUBORDINATE COMMANDER

Source: USMC Doctrinal 
Publication 6

Force Structure 
and Integration

Operational 
Functions and Tasks

Situational 
Awareness

Planning and 
Analysis

Command 
Decision Making 

and Direction

USMC Command and Control Model

Monitoring and 
Assessing
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Top Down, Bottom Up

Strategic

Operational 

Tactical

Operational Planning and Decision Making

Call For Fire, MEDEVAC, SITREPS…

Devising Strategy 

Tactical Messaging
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FM 3-0, Army Full Spectrum  Operations

SPECTRUM OF CONFLICT

Stable 
Peace

General
WarInsurgencyUnstable

Peace

Increasing Violence

OPERATIONAL THEMES

OffenseOffense

DefenseDefenseStabilityStabilityStability
DefenseDefense

StabilityStabilityStabilityOffenseOffense

DefenseDefense

StabilityStabilityStabilityOffenseOffense

StabilityStabilityStability

OffenseOffense

DefenseDefense

FULL SPECTRUM OPERATIONS

SHIFT OUR

WEIGHT
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Force Structure, Integration, Organization 

UCore-SL C2 Extension
Act ActOfOrganizing

Organization Civil Organization
Organization Criminal Organization
Organization Governmental Organization
Organization Humanitarian Organization
Organization Military Organization
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Operational Functions (Tasks) 

UCore-SL C2 Extension
Military Event Battle
Military Event Campaign
Military Event Engagement

Task Essential Task
Task Mission

Military Event Operation
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Situational Awareness 

UCore-SL C2 Extension
Act Act of Analysis

Geospatial Region Area of Influence
Geospatial Region Area of Interest
Geospatial Region Area of Operations

Control Feature Boundary

Objective Specification Criminal Objective Specification

Objective Specification Governmental Objective Specification

Information Content Entity Message

Geopolitical Entity Population Center

Information Content Entity Report
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Planning and Analysis

UCore-SL C2 Extension
Act Act of Plan Creation
Act Act of Plan Revision
Plan Battle Plan
Plan Campaign Plan

Objective Criminal Objective

Objective End State

Objective Governmental Objective

Objective Military Objective

Objective Specification Military Objective Specification

Plan Operation Plan
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Decision Making and Direction

UCore-SL C2 Extension
Act of Communication Act of Order Issuance

Document Battle Plan Document
Document Campaign Plan Document

Task Specification Fragmentary Order
Information Content Entity Guidance

Task Specification Operation Order

Document Operation Plan Document

Task Specification Warning Order

Document Warning Order Document
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Monitoring Progress

UCore-SL C2 Extension
Act Act of Assessment

Effect
Measure of Effectiveness

Control Feature Phase Line 
Geospatial Region Sector

Information Content Entity Situation Report
Control Feature Target
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Tactical Level Messages

UCore-SL C2 Core Message

Objective: An Information 
content entity that represents 
the content of an objective 
specification

Mission: an Objective of a military 
Plan.

Fire Mission: a mission given to 
a fire unit as part of a definite 
plan. 

Geospatial Region: a physical 
entity that is a spatial region 
at or near the surface of the 
Earth

Location: A geospatial region that 
is denoted by a geospatial 
measurement datum.

Target Location: A Location 
occupied by an entity at a 
given time that is denoted by 
the measurement output of 
some targeting event.

Geospatial Region: a physical 
entity that is a spatial region 
at or near the surface of the 
Earth

Location: A geospatial region that 
is denoted by a geospatial 
measurement datum.

Facility Location: A Location 
occupied by an entity at a 
given time that is denoted by 
the measurement output of 
some mapping event.
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Tactical Level Messages

UCore-SL C2 Core Message

Information Content Entity: An 
Entity which consists of 
information and which inheres in 
some physical entity (i.e. an 
information bearing entity)

Identifier: An information 
content entity that denotes a 
specific entity instance.

Target Identifier Abstract: 
An identifier that denotes the 
target of some targeting event.

Information Content Entity: An 
Entity which consists of 
information and which inheres in 
some physical entity (i.e. an 
information bearing entity)

Identifier: An information 
content entity that denotes a 
specific entity instance.

Warhead Identifier: An 
identifier that denotes a 
warhead.
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Other Doctrinal C2 Terms…

• Commander’s Intent
• Purpose
• Tactical Problem
• Operational Environment
• Act of Visualization
• Common Operating Picture
• Operational Design
• Element of Combat Power
• Effect

• Commander’s Guidance
• War-fighting Function
• Priority Information 

Requirement (PIR)
• Decision Point
• Marine Corps Planning 

Process (MCPP)
• Military Decision Making 

Process
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Backup Slides
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Sample Terms

UCore‐SL Term C2 Extension Term
Item of Materiel

Equipment

Vehicle

Aircraft

Replacement Part

Military Vehicle

Military Aircraft

Military Close‐air‐support Aircraft

Civilian Aircraft

Military Equipment Replacement Part

Military Event
Military Campaign

 
An Operation is part of a Campaign

A Battle is part of an Operation

An Engagement is part of a Battle

Organization
Military Organization

Governmental Organization

Humanitarian Non‐Governmental Organization

Criminal Organization
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Task and Purpose
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Relations Ontology

• is_a
• Instantiates
• continuant_part_of
• occurrent_part_of
• region_part_of
• adjacent_to
• contained_in
• contains      
• located_in
• overlaps    
• has_participant
• has_agent

• specifically_inheres_in
• generically_inheres_in
• quality_of
• function_of
• role_of
• disposition_of
• realized_by
• towards      
• derives_from
• transformation_of
• preceded_by
• lacks_part
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Types of Military Operations (Previous Army)

Operation

Offensive 
Operation

Defensive 
Operation

Stability 
Operation

Support 
Operation

Enabling 
Operation

Area 
Defensive 
Operation

Mobile 
Defensive 
Operation

Peace 
Operation

Foreign 
Humanitarian 
Assistance 
Operation

Movement 
to Contact

Attack Domestic 
Support 

Raid

Ambush

Nation 
Assistance

Reconnaissance 
Operation

From: FM 3-90 Tactics 
Foreign 
Internal 
Defense

Security 
Operation

Exploitation 

Pursuit 

Retrograde
Delay

Withdrawal
Retirement

Security 
Assistance

NEO

Counterattack
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RANGE OF MILITARY OPERATIONS

Military Engagement, Security 
Cooperation, and Deterrence

Crisis Response and
Limited Contingency Operations

Major Operations and
Campaigns

Joint Military Operations

JP 3-0, Joint Operations
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Types of Military Operations (Joint)

Operation

Major 
Operations 

and 
Campaigns

Military 
Engagement, 

Security 
Operations, and 

Deterrence

Crisis Response 
& Limited 

Contingency

Homeland 
Defensive

Counterinsurgency 
Operation

Peace 
Operation

Foreign 
Humanitarian 
Assistance 
Operation

Show of 
Force

Combating 
Terrorism

Arms Control 
& 

Disarmament

Raids

Strikes

Nation 
Assistance

From: JP  3-0 Joint 
Operations 

Support to 
InsurgencyNEO

Civil 
Support

Recovery  
Operation

Enforcement 
of Sanctions

Protection of 
Shipping

Freedom of 
Navigation

Consequence 
Management
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Types of Military Operations (Army FM 3-0)

Operation

Peace 
Operations

Peacetime 
Military 

Engagement, 

Limited 
Intervention

Peace 
Building

Counterinsurgency 
Operation

Peacekeeping

Foreign 
Humanitarian 
Assistance

Show of 
Force

Combating 
Terrorism

Arms Control

Raids

Strikes

Security 
Assistance

From: JP  3-0 Joint 
Operations 

Foreign 
Internal 
Defense

Support to 
Insurgency

NEO

Conflict 
Prevention

Recovery  
Operation

Enforcement 
of Sanctions

Irregular Warfare

Peace 
Making

Consequence 
Mangement

Elimination 
of WMD

Peace 
Enforcement Unconventional 

Warfare
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